THE TECH EVENT FOR EVERYONE
27-29 APR | 20 SEP-01 OCT

LEEDS - THE DIGITAL CAPITAL OF THE NORTH
Digital GVA of £1.3bn
The largest centre outside London for digital, financial and business services
The largest number of data scientists outside London
The highest number of ‘scale up’ digital companies in the North
4,100 digital companies in Leeds (9,000 in Leeds City Region)
102,000 people employed in the tech sector in the Leeds City Region
Home of Channel 4’s new national headquarters

LEEDS AS A DIGITAL CITY
Leeds is a dynamic creative hub with a thriving digital economy, the fastest growing outside of
London. We have recently been able to attract and provide a home to some of the best and
most innovative businesses of the digital age. Channel 4 has chosen to base their national
headquarters in Leeds, joining Burberry, Sky and many others in our booming and exciting
media, digital film, gaming and creative sectors. The Leeds City Region’s versatile tech sector
is one of our greatest strengths, generating £6.5bn to the UK economy.
Leeds City Region is educating new generations of local digital talent and leaders. Our nine
universities boast an annual output of 17,800 STEAM graduates. Our achievements and
ambition have been recognised by our selection to participate in the MIT Regional
Entrepreneurship Accelerator Programme. This will help us develop an innovation ecosystem
to match the best offered to entrepreneurs and digital disruptors anywhere in the world.
Collaboration is “hard-wired” into the way we do business here. We believe that the best,
most inclusive answers are those that are arrived at by bringing people together to extract a
brilliant diversity of perspective and experience. We want to share our successes with like
minded partners from around the world.

OUR STORY SO FAR
The Leeds Digital Festival has gone from strength to strength since it was first established in 2016, with
each year seeing the Festival grow in scale and visibility. The Leeds Digital Festival had fairly organic
beginnings, starting from a few big ideas from leading tech organisers in the City and a small grant,
which set the Festival on its way.
The Festival has expanded year on year, starting with 56 events in 2016, and our new Festivals in 2020
saw 428 events and over 45,000 attendees, becoming the largest tech event in the UK.
Our pandemic-affected festivals in 2020 saw us further develop into an international event, as our
virtual nature welcomed attendees and speakers from six different continents across the globe.
With an ever-growing voice and reach, Leeds Digital Festival will continue to celebrate the digital
enterprise and innovation that is happening in the City on a regional, national and international level.
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A VIRTUAL 2020
Before the government restrictions around Covid-19 were put in place, we were preparing to
announce the line-up for our fifth annual Festival, with over 240 physical events confirmed to take
place in March 2020. When it became apparent that this would no longer be possible, we made the
decision to run the Festival virtually – if anyone can put on a successful online festival, it’s the digital
and tech sector!
We were overwhelmed by the amazing response we received from the Leeds tech community, who
came together to continue learning, sharing and celebrating throughout this strange time. Thanks to
this support, the Festival was able to go ahead with an incredible 134 online events.
The next Festival was planned for September 2020, at a time when we all thought normality would
have resumed! Restrictions of course remained in place but the community learned from the
successes of the first virtual Festival and the autumn edition grew to an astounding 294 online events.
Not only did the regional community continue to celebrate the innovation and talent we have here in
the Leeds City Region – we also truly became a global event, with attendees from over 60 countries
and six continents around the world!

THANKS TO OUR 2020 SPONSORS
The 2020 Leeds Digital Festival was made possible by the generosity and support of these organisations.

#LEEDSDIGI21
BIGGER, BOLDER, AND A WIDER REACH
This year, we will continue to celebrate the people and organisations who make Leeds and the North
such a vibrant digital hub as the Festival returns for its 6th year.
For 2021, we’ve decided to keep our main festival event in September. Running from 20th September to
1st of October, we’ll be hosting our usual two-week programme packed full of tech and digital events.
However, In light of the current circumstances, we still wanted to bring a few days of positivity to our
audience this spring. So, we’ll also be sharing a free, curated line-up of exciting online content to tune
in to from the 27th to 29th of April, meaning that sponsors will once again be able to enjoy the benefits
of two festivals in 2021.
While it is impossible to know exactly what position we will be in regarding Government restrictions
during 2021, we hope we will be able to welcome at least some attendees back to the city for a number
of in person events in September.
We are prepared to embrace ‘hybrid’ style events once again, looking to the future of combining
physical and online conferences and the exciting opportunities this can offer. We will also be working
to extend the reach of the Festival across the wider Leeds City Region and around the world. Working
with our sponsors, we will continue to transcend geographical barriers and allow event hosts, speakers
and attendees to connect through the Leeds Digital Festival.
We’ve always had an international element to the Leeds Digital Festival, with visitors and delegations
from across the globe. In 2019, the Festival welcomed delegations from the Netherlands, China, Estonia
and Saudi Arabia. In 2020, our virtual Festivals saw this reach widen – with attendees from over 60
countries including Australia, South Korea, Argentina, Nigeria and Russia.

CRISP STOPS TOXIC, HARMFUL AND FAKE ONLINE
CONTENT FROM DAMAGING ENTERPRISES, SOCIAL
PLATFORMS AND SOCIETY ACROSS THE GLOBE, BUT OUR
ROOTS ARE FIRMLY IN LEEDS. THE FESTIVAL HAS PLAYED
A HUGE PART IN HIGHLIGHTING THE INCREDIBLE TALENT
AND INNOVATION IN LEEDS AND WE’RE PROUD TO PLAY
A PART AS PREMIUM SPONSORS.
ADAM HILDRETH, CEO AND CO-FOUNDER OF CRISP

SUPPORTING THE LEEDS DIGITAL FESTIVAL
LEEDS DIGITAL FESTIVAL IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANISATION
SUPPORTED BY THE DIGITAL COMMUNITY OF LEEDS.
Without sponsors, The Leeds Digital Festival would not be possible. We need sponsorship to
help us celebrate the digital sector in Leeds and show the world the amazing talent and
innovative companies we have in the Digital Capital of the North.
Every penny we raise through sponsorship goes into making the Leeds Digital Festival the
largest and most inclusive tech event in the UK.

THE BENEFITS OF SPONSORSHIP
Sponsoring the 2021 Leeds Digital Festival will connect you with the digital sector
in Leeds, the wider region and on a global scale
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2021 SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
There is a choice of several different packages available to suit most budgets.
If you need more flexibility or have something special to offer then our team would also be
delighted to discuss bespoke options to suit your needs. We also offer advice on how to target
your audience during the Festival and throughout the entire activation period.
We will work with you to determine your main goals for sponsorship, whether it be driving
talent acquisition or simply raising your profile within the local tech community, and how we
can best support you in achieving this.

PREMIER SPONSORS
ALL OUR PREMIER SPONSORSHIP PLACES ARE NOW FILLED
A BIG THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US
Activation period: February 2021 - October 2021 Cost: £18,000 +VAT
As one of Leeds Digital Festival’s Premier sponsors your brand will be positioned across all
sites, marketing material and digital assets.*
These include:
Logo on LDF website
Logo on all street level and venue posters
Logo on Millennium Square big screen
Logo on Digital Billboards
In addition, you will also receive:
Branded Content Hub on LDF website
Branded content opportunities online and in print
Comment opportunities in press activity
Support to develop bespoke Festival events
Speaking opportunities at key events

EXECUTIVE SPONSORS
Activation period: February 2021 - October 2021 Cost: £12,000 +VAT
As one of Leeds Digital Festival’s Executive sponsors your brand will be positioned across sites,
marketing material and digital assets.*
These include:
Branded Content Hub on LDF website
Logo on LDF website
Logo on all street level and venue posters
Logo on Millennium Square big screen
In addition, you will also receive:
Support to develop bespoke Festival events
Speaking opportunities at key events
Event promotion

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS
Activation period: February 2021 - October 2021 Cost: £2,500 +VAT
As one of Leeds Digital Festival’s Associate sponsors your brand will be positioned across
our website and printed materials.*
These include:
Logo on LDF website
Logo on all street level and venue posters

* This is the current planned promotion schedule, which may change depending on Covid restrictions. We will remain flexible and be able to
discuss bespoke options to ensure the relevant coverage for each sponsorship package under the circumstances.

WE ARE A DIGITAL HEALTH COMPANY THAT WORKS ACROSS
THE UK AND OVERSEAS BUT LEEDS HAS ALWAYS BEEN OUR
HOME. LEEDS DIGITAL FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS WHAT A
FANTASTIC CITY THIS IS TO WORK AND LIVE IN AND THE
NUMBER OF EXCELLENT TECH COMPANIES THAT ARE BASED
HERE ARE TESTAMENT TO THAT.

CHARLOTTE KNOWLES, MANAGING DIRECTOR, TPP

WE’D LOVE TO TALK
o start the conversation please contact our Festival Director, Stuart Clarke
Email: stuart@paceline.digital
Call: 07789 845 799

Twitter: @leedsdigifest
www.leedsdigitalfestival.org

